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** Him that compth unio me, J will in nowise' cast out^ 



» 



VOID of all natiifal . feeling must tbat individual 
be, in whose breast no pity i% awakened by the tnoans' 
of a distressipd child) strayied unintentionally from its: 
bome^ and begging lir^ tarne»tness and with tears to 
be replaced in the path (which it has lost. Equally 
devoid of spiritual feeling must be. that heart, which 
regards i^ot with sentiments of. deepest interest a 
waodering transgressor, filled with anguish on recog- 
nizing his distance from God, anxiously inquiring 
how he may rietcaca hia unhappy i^teps,. and where- 
w^al he may come with acceptance before that kind-^ 
est of Friends, whose! ways he (las foisaken. The 
returning sanneor is indeed one of! the most interesting,. 
<^aracter8 on whicb attention can be fixed ; nor can: 
he &il to be recognized as, such ia the estimation of all, 
whose understandings have been enlightened' by die 
*^ Spirit of wisdom and revelation.'^ The mosJ: benevo- 
lent plea$^ure is excited by the discovery of sentimeqts 
so just and so important in the breast, which wds for*) 
va&t\y a sttai^ger to thdr influence; the most eager: 
solfi6itnde . is . manifested to direct bis steps, towa^; 
Mifp., who is the way, the, truth, and the life;; the: 
mk>8t liirdy hope is: cherished, that .another is about 
tor faeadded to: the former and illustrious trophies of 
diviiie grane, tempered widi a. trembling foar lest'th^e 
iinpreasions should be jeffitced. AH : these, feelings are 
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in perfect unison with the spirit of the Gospel, which 
enjoins that we " rejoice with them that do rejoice, 
and weep with them that weep.^^ Be it remembered 
that the existence of such inquiries as these, what shall 
I do to be saved ? shall I give the fruit of my body 
for the sin of my soul ? when proceeding from the 
heart, occasions an interest and a regard which are not 
confined to this " low diurnal sphere/' They are 
heard with delight, and they are succeeded \Vith praise 
in a higher and a better world. " There is joy 
aniong the angels in heaven over one sinner that 
repenteth V" yea, their efficacy rises higher still. The 
anxious inquiry, the restless desire, the broken sigh of 
a contrite heart attracts His notice who occupies the 
highest throne above, on whose head are many qrowns, 
and, to whom is presented the unceasing incense of 
purest adoration and warmest gratitude. The object 
of worship in heaven seeks to be riie object of hope di» 
eavth, and though returned tathat glory which he had 
with the Father before the world began, it is still his 
Hierciftil declamtibn, ^^ Mm that Cometh unto me, I 
i5^ill in nowise cast out." 

This declaration is i^imple and unambiguous. The. 
encouragement it affords is positive and unqualified. 
Yet, plain and perspicuousi as it is, such is its iniport- 
ance and its value, that, were we forbidden to make, 
it a subject of discussion, tiUwe could do full jfustice 
to its merits, tve should be compelled to retire from, 
i^e task, and, conscious of utter inadequacy, to 
remain in unbroken silence. Some degree of jiistice 
might be done to this invaluable declaration, were a 
departed spirit (to whom these words had been dear 
and encouraging dtTring its abode od earth) permitted 
to leave, for an hour, its pres^nit ressidence, and explain 
l^is portion of sacred writ, according to. its enlai^ed 
^d accurate and heavenly conceptions of its import- 
ance. Interesting, however,, as such a circumstance 
l!vould 4oubtless prove, it m not even . to . be desiriBd;^ 
The'wiadoinand the power of <jrod are alike displayed 
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in selecting feeblest instruments, wherewith to accdiii^ 
plish mightiest designs. ^^ We have thi^ treiaBur6 iti 
earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power n)ay 
he of God and not of us.** Unite, my friends, in seek- 
ing, with sincerity and with fervour, the aid of the 
Spirit, whose province and whose delight it is to take 
of the things of Je^us and show them Inito us, knd 
then, (feeble as are our efforts, 'and contracted as are 
Qur ideas,) not one who joined in the petition shall 
fail in obtaining a blessing, while the encouragement 
which the text affords shall be brought home with 
demonstration and with power to thoise whose con- 
dition it more immediately recognizes. 

The text presents two interesting objects to our 
attention, a returning ' sinner, '^ him that cometh 
•unto me ;*' an inviting Saviour, " I will in no wise cast 
out.** It furnishes a character that demands deline- 
tation, and a declaration that admits of various and 
satisfactory^ evidence. Here is— 

«^ • * 

I. A Character to be described^ — 

** Him that cometh untq ine^" 

There can be no difficulty' in ascertaining what is 
-meant by coming to Christ. When you are sick, 
^hy do you resort to a physician ? Is it not from a 
consciousness that you neei Ms advice, from a confi- 
dence in his skill, and from a persuasion of his 
willingness to impart advice? Coming to Jesus is 
nothing more, and nothing less, than regarding him 
truly is the physician of the soul, which is affected by 
a mqral and a mournful leprosy, and cl>mmitting- that 
csoul unreservedly to his ^are, (that it may be sanctified 
by h;8 spirit, and renewed by his grade,) firmly belieV^ 
ing that he can, and that he will, make it. whole. The 
father of the demoniac catne to Chrwt; what was his 
ianguage ? '*« Lord, I believe." Peter cattie to Christ 
in the storm ; what was his petition ? " Lojrd, savcvor 
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.ii^|»er]s)i V Slitiijl BartiipAeiis qaoie to <jfarist ; wb«( 
iVas; his rec]^dsit ? 'VThou Son pf David^ h^venpierqy 
imfn^eV^ The Centurion, wlio^e servant wa^.at th« 
point pf death,. caiBQ tp Christ; wbfit was his acknpwr 
ledgpment? ^^ Speak but the Mford, and she shall b^ 
h^sQl^.'' The penitent thief came to Christ ; what wa^ 
hia entreaty ? ^' Lord, remember me !" Contemplate 
the langut^e of those disttiessed fiuppliants, and. yoM 
will fiqd it.expi'essive of their confidence in tlie abiiiity 
and the willingness pf Jesius. to bestow the relief; they 
sought, whether it were fpr themselves or for others.. To 
come to Christ as a. Savipur, r is to implore. an interesjt 
in his mediatioD^ eqcouraged by a belief that hi$ pow^j^ 
and mercy will unite in granting the matchless bless- 
ing, Coming to.Chrj^t is thOT.injts^lf one simple 
act ; it is a casting of ojurselyes on his absolute and 
upconditional mercy . as a Saviour. B\iU . to guard 
against the probability of ypur deceiving ypursielvea, 
in a matter of such immenseJmpprtaoce, Lwpiild briefly 
exhibit a statement of some circumstances, inse- 
parably connected with coming to Christ aright. 

Coming to' Christ supposes a sense pf our extreme 
need of a Saviour. 

This is the first sentiment that will excite in you, 
Jtiy friend9,..any idea of approach to Jesus. It is a 
lamentable fact, thajt many appear Sabbath after Sab- 
b9jth» in the sanctuaries of the living God— *that they 
listen apparently ^yith the utmost attention to the 
excellency of Emmanuel, as it is there .exhibited<*-r 
that they neglect npne of the public means which the 
Spirit has apppinted— rand yet are uttor strangeijs to the 
ipenuine influence of the truth, that they ndisd a Savi- 
our ! How is.thk circumstance to be.>«plained ? 
Ypu may trace its prigin ia the deceitfulness of sin ; 
in the. neglect pf clpse and impartial self-exaqiination:, 
when jretiring frpm ths house of God ; in a want of 
.knowing and pf feeling the very first principles of xeli^ 
gion ; or in an unfounded and destructive nptioui that 
^ ipere attendance on the worship of th^ temple is^ 



[?1 

^uftei^nf/ fi»t, toy belbv^rf, if you halve evef 
ooiAe t6 J^s6s from ^ beart*piefcii^ conti^iorf 
ttet you need a S^viotir, the ^d^y that an a^ipeat' 
ai$c6 in hid courts id all thai is peqUisite to yoUt i^ety^ 
y^n fate the vei-y last ybu Will ferf *i«p6Sed to ehefi^h: 
Having been fed td di&cov^ youf 6k\¥g^ andyotrf 
demerit, through thfe iffecttial' te^bntgu of ih^ «piHt; 
youivoald rfefiise tb taltie the means of gi?ace, the 
preifching of the Grdd|)el, ntty tWe Gospel iteelf, did* they 
Aoe tell ybu Wherd i Saviour is to be foUiid. If, hiow- 
eVer^ youi* heart has never mburned over the 'gUilt 
^hfdb it tets cotitr^bted ■— if ydur cohsinenlce h^ 
AeV^rYeproached you with immeasurable tngratitudie^ — 
if yo\it soul has never shuddered at tbe^ danger whldi 
ilt'^ha^ ificiSinred— if a fearful sipprehension of t^eiving 
yoiir just reward has hev^r led yoU' to tfsk, ivhere i^ 
ori6 that can save me ? — if you ai^ idtrangers 06 these 
fedifigs, and to their bitt!6r, but salutary influence ; 
ybu have not come to Jestis, and thoi^ he may 
be near tb your' lips, he is far, veryjfttf ftoM yout 
hearts. • 

Coming to Christ implies an etUire? renUiU)iaiidH 
of hope from every other source. 

Ask nim, who is, indeed, afpptoachkig to th^ Cros4 
for salvation, what is the dbgect dfhiis restless and pei^J 
petual desire; add he will tidily rfeply^ "'Ifhte I 
may win Christ, and be fbund iifT'lvrm, itot HiP^ing ok 
thy own righteoustiess, which is of th^ law, btjrt that 
which is through faith in Christ, th^ ' rightepfisnesil. 
<vhich is 6f God by ftith.** Thftrfe ififUiir,' thaiel'^rfe, 
be ari etitire reliunciafidn of *h<)ipe fhim; ottf^^lves.' 
Coming to Jesus, we niu$t< leave skf «t a disbinr^ie, if 
we wduld meet with suedess ^hlth^t^ wd acrd gbingf/ 
There mbst also bea conipteteretinquifilimeAt df hope 
ftbiii ofthers. To come to Jesu^l^bbutt) be ' buy ^ ngle^ 
aim, add to come to him m\y by the aid of h\^ own* 
spirit. This fdrsaklng cf every >other h^pedoeisi ttotf 
always inimediately fbllow'a decided bOimotion; tbtie 
a Saviour hs indispensably hedebdUfy; 'When Jesiai^ 
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jMomisesr rest to those who come to .Him, he .invites 
them not only as ^* heavy laden'' with the burden of 
sin, but. also as. ^' weary*f with the effort to gain 
release where it could not be phtaiqed. You may be 
permitted to run for a season to soo^e refuge of lies, 
thoi:^h^'mercy may not suffer you to remain there till 
you -perish beneath its ruins, that, when you . havje dis- 
Qoy^xed the appointed refuge, you may be induced to 
abide more stedfastly beneath J ts shelter. . You may 
be permitted to seek aid (for a period) in vain from 
the admonitions of others, from the : intercessions of 
the righteous, from the fervour of your own; prayers, 
from the discoveries of the Gospel . itself, that. you 
may be taught more effectually to believe . every mean 
useless untH the spirit be poured out from on high, and 
more implicitly to rely on his freely-promised and 
fully-sufficient guidance.. Self-renunciation must 
indeed accompany your approach to. Jcsus; for -salva- 
tion, however distant it may be; from the.first awaken- 
ings of conscience. Every hope which self once 
fondly suggested must be relinquished, every desire 
in which self once delighted must be. forsaken, every 
vaunting of imaginary strength which self once ex- 
pressed must be laid aside, every idea of its own 
righteousness which self was once anxious to indulge, 
must be brought to tjae foot of the cross, and . there 
destroyed. Hence we proceed to remark that — 

Coming to Christ includes a beii^ving appUcaiion 
to him for mercy. 

, This is the very act of coming, ^ven ^ bumble but 
believing application to Jesus for that mercy wtiicb 
theawaKened sinner is so cQnsciou» that he ne^, 
V^hich he knows that Jesus is able, ; and which ^e 
hopes that J^sua is willing to impart. This applica- 
tion is voluntary in its nature, whijeit.is divine in its 
origin. The spirit of God excites the desire ; but it 
is with sweet persuasion, not with an. unpl^^ant con- 
straint. The returning sinner is dr^^n, not driven, . to 
the cross of th^ inviting Saviour. He is described as. 
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eoming, influenced b)N the ardour of his own desires,' 
having been made willing by the Redeemer in the day 
of his power. Ask him if he comes, because he is 
compelled l^ another against his. oVra inclination, or 
because he is urged forward by hi^ own ea^er anxieties. 
He will say, " The Father hath driiwn me, not by 
i^troying my will, but' by briaging it into. a delightful 
harmony with his own.^' This a|»plication to Jesus 
is an act of faith. " He that cometh to God must 
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek him." He that cometh to Jesus 
must believe-that he'is a Jesus, a Saviour, and that 
he will graciously receive those that come to him. 
Sxippofted by the' influence oif this faith, you, who 
would hasten to Jesus as a Saviour, may fully con6de 
in his declarations while you tremble, because con- 
scious of personal un worthiness. This faith is 
founded partly on the ppwer of the Redeemer. You 
ai*e piersuaded that Jesus is able to save you to the 
uttermost, to rescue you from that bondage of sin 
which you deplore, to relieve you from that burden of 
sin under which you are ready to sink, to remove 
from you that attachment to sin over which you weep, 
to subdue in you that domiqion of sin which has led 
you captive to the designs of your worst enemy, and 
to present for you that atonement which is due to the 
perfections of Jehovah, which you can never offer, 
and without which you . must be for ever tniserable. 
But there must also be a confidence in the willingness 
of Jesus to undertake your saltation. Tbe.rei;p]ains 
of unbelief working in the heart may have long kept, 
you back from the cross. You have not doubted the 
power of Jesus to save a sinner from the extreme of 
danger, but you have questioned his willingness ,to 
save you. This has produced a hesitancy-^ delay — ^a 
deferring tiil some future season, that application to 
Jesiis for mercy, which your pressing necessities con- 
vihce you ought to be without delay. Still you must 
acknowledge this proceeds entirely from lirtbelief, since 
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his dedsirations of his wtlKngne^ to save me as iiu<' 
JDerous, as eiCplicit, and as unquaKfied as the attesta- 
tions of his power. Yield no longer to. the sugges- 
tions of unbelief; suffer yourselves to be borne 
forward by- your increasing sense of danger and of 
helplessness; be emboldened by the invitations of 
/esus ; and, conscious that nothing is more' harassing 
than your present state of suspense, throw yourselves 
on the mercy of God in Christ, betake yourselves to 
the cross and resolve^— ' 

** If you must periah, iher0 to £e.*' 

r , • . . . r 

1  

Coming ia Christ is accompanied with a desire ta 
be m^d only in the f»ay^ and by the sn^ans which 
He has appointed. 

This desire wilt manifest its influence in a variety 
^yf respects, ft wilt lead you who cherish it to receive 
Je^us ' gladjy in every character, under which he is 
i^evealfed. It will produce in you a sacred determi-^ 
wation to abide by every command which Jesus gives, 
and every meads which Jesus institutes* This deter- 
mination will invariably issue in: holiness^of life, ex- 
emplified by a growing conformity tb his image, and 
an entire devotedness to his glory* We would not 
be mistaken here* We are not representitog Jesus 
as saving yOu^ because you are holy, but by making 
you holy. God does save man nncon<)itionally, but 
He ii^ver saves man in his snis ; and deliverance from 
the indwelling power of sin, forms an. essential part 
of that salvation which is by Christ Jesus* with eternal 
glory. Hence when y^u come to Jesus arightV you 
will come to lay down your sins,- and to feike up his 
cross ; to deny yourselves, and to exalt him ; to forsiake 
your own ways, mid hereafter to tread iii bis steps; 
Ng^ will you fail to discern, to acksiowltiiige, and. to 
feel the constant necessity of depending on the aid of 
Ms Spirit Have yoU, my hearers, raized the dis* 
positions which have been described as ins^arably 
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connected mAi a due. approach, to tbe . Redeemer ? 
Then. will. ybfa- listen with peculiar interest to the enr 
coiiragement yet to be.aflforded. There is iii.the 

text-— . . 
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II. A Declaration io be^ illustrated^-^ 

*« Him that cometh uDto me, I will m nowise cait pvf.'* 

• • • ' 

How sweetly encouraging, how inexpressibly valu* 
able is thi^ single a^ertion. Is it too much to say« 
that were the whole .volume of Revelation lost, but 
this portion rescued from destruction, there would be 
enough to awaken .hope, enough to forbid despair ? 
To. the soul, whose condition and whose , desires it 
exactly meets, " flow good is it ! It is like apples 
of gold embedded in caskets of silver/' 
. Consider the Author of this declaration. It cam^ 
from, those lips which were as full of truth as they 
were of grace. . It proceeded Jfbom that Teacher sent 
from God, who,, rather than transgress the boundajries. 
of strict . propriety, . or of unchanging faithfulness, 
would .have imposed on himself .perpetual silence. It 
would have been 3upporting, it wou^d have, been 
animating, it would have been worthy of unceasing 
gratitude^ had. he but conxmissioned oae.of.his 
Apostles to assure us in his .name, that be would, not 
r^ect the.sinaer who presumed to. hope In his mercy I 
But ohJ it was kipd, it.\^ doubly kind. to assure. us 
of it himself. The declaration of the text, viewed as 
coming from, his own lips, aeems fer eweetpr to the 
taste of the hearty wHii^ timste for mercy, and becoi^es 
iar deaner to the soul, that hangs ou. him alone ibr 
relief. . , ■■. ■, . .-, ', • . • / . ; 

Consider the purpoH d this declaration^ .What 
does. Jesus. peomisei -.Hepromisesinever to 'prev^dt 
the. approach of any .wha come to him* He will hot 
cast them out. This is compiissionate. . But is. this 
all ? Are you hereby to imagine that he considers it 
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m matter of indifference, and- that He will use no 
^flbrt, either to bring you to him, or to drive you from 
faim ? Is it enough for him, after shedding bis blood 
for you, not to forbid your presenting petitions for 
mercy into his hand ? No ; when He says he will 
not caist you out, he says in effect that he will re- 
ceive you, that he will pardon you, that he will sane-* 
tify you, that he will save you ! 

Consider the object of thi^ declaration. It is to 
encourage the trembling sinner, who knows that he 
has no plea whereby to gain acceptance before hi^ 
offended God, but the plea of the Redeemer's blood. 
What condescension marks the conduct of Jesus in 
deigning to expostulate with the fearful, to bear with 
the timid, to continue and to repeat his invitations, 
to persevere in entreating the wearied soul to come 
and receive rest of him ! And if Jesus himself has 
promised he will not cast you out, is not thi^ suffi- 
cient ? The words have proceeded from his own lips, 
and to doubt their truth would be highly criminal. 
Still they are capable of illustration, though they need 
no proof ; and I would attempt to show, that if you 
come to him, he will not, (with profoundest reverence 
be it uttered,) he cannot cast you out. Such a cir- 
cumstance is forbidden to occur by every perfection 
of his nature, by every design which he desires to 
es^cute, by every desire, which he excites in the 
human mind, by every record of his history, by every 
testimony of individual experience, by every drop of 
blood which he ^ed on the cross. 

Every perfection which Jesins possesses forbids the 
rejection of the returning sinner. His perfections arc 
infinite ; yet, were He to cast you out, the lustre of 
each attribute would be suUied and tarnished. His 
power forbids it. When he made the declsuration of 
the text» he engi^ed his own omnipotence in behalf 
of its performance. And where is the opposition that 
shall weaken the energies of an. almighty Saviour, or 
cause him id i^linquish the work of redemption 
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tbrpugh inability to pursue it ? His love forbids it. 
Did it lurge him to our world of sorrow and of guilt ? 
Oid it place him in the manger ? Did it fix hini to 
the cross ? Did it lay him in the tonib ? And will 
it permit him to spurn the returning sinner from his 
presence ? His wisdom forbids it. Were you denied 
access to him, his purposes of redemption would not 
be fulfilled ; Jbut He is too wise to err in the att^nment 
of any object which he purposes to eflfect. His; truth 
forbids it.^ .^^ Hath he said, and^ shall he not do it ? 
Hath he spoken, and shall it not come ta pass ?" His 
justice forbids it. He has engaged to bring - many 
sons to glory ; but if he prevent their approach,* the 
promise he has made to the Father cannot be realized. 
£ut no ; he says, I 'will in no wise cast you put. 
' Every design which JesitSs desires to execute forbidiS 
the rejection of' the returning sinner. ^^ I come to do 
thy will, O my God.^' And what was this will, to 
accomplish which he descended to earth, but the salr 
vation of those whom the Father had' given him. 
*' Him that cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast 
out, for I came down firom hieaven not to do mine own 
will, but the will of Him that sent me; and this is the 
Father's will who hath sent me, that of all which he 
hath given me I should lose nothing.'^ He came to put 
his enemies to shame, tQ confound the devices, and to 
destroy the works of the devil ; but, were he to disdain 
the cry of the awakened sinner, after having died to 
save him, the shame of Satan would be exchanged for 
triumph, and the kingdom of Satan would rise on the 
ruins: of the kingdom of Jesus. He came to earth 
that he might, procure inhabitants for heaven. But 
the only way thither for sinful man is close by the 
foot of the cross ; and if we are not permitted to ap- 
proach ^to Calvary, we shall never arrive in Zion. 
Were it possible for Jesus to ca^t put those who come 
to him, that part of heaven reserved fpr the Redeemed 
of the. human race, woyld sppn l>^cpme an uninhabited 
wilderness, a dreary waste ! the crowns of gold would 
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be' useless, because there ^re none, to wear them ; the 
harps of gold would be ^ileht, because tliere tt^none 
to employ them. But fhiis nfe^ n6t fed feared Mfblie he 
says, ** Him that cometb tomfe, I will in nowise'ctmoutf^ 

Every character which Je^Us loves io suHaiii fotbiiis 
the rejectiok of the returning sinner. Is he a proph^ ? 
Tell me, wherie are th6sc wiK>m h^ teaches, if any who 
come to hin^ fbr instruction ar^ cast but i Is be a' 
priest } in whose b^atf is hid atonement meritorkins,' 
if thosib id)o come to bdg an intetest in it ^re reftjiied^ 
Is he a kingt Wh^re wil! yoo fend his miA^^icId, ii 
those w%o dome to submit themselves ta his eitithdiity . 
meet with an Xiiigracidu^ repulsed Is he a fbundati^diK 
o^hbpe?' Whatav^iieth bis fttuness^ if thosa wtio' 
would build oil him »6 denied ? l4 ke a- Sa^iDur ^ 
Wheire are Ae tirrfphieft^ <tf his grace,'Where aw the 
monuments of his compassion, if those who come tb' 
be redeemed by him ai-e neglected ? His delight in 
sustaining these chkra«ters confirms his assertion,' 
** Him ttet cofhieth to me, I will mn^mse caat out/' 

Every desire which JesuS excites in the mimijhrhids' 
his rejection of the returning ^nneit. No wncere de-* 
sire to come tO' himl Ibr ^alt^tion ^canexist, in any 
human breast, tin it be' implanted there by his own 
spirit. And will' he rais6^ a wish that he (does nii^ 
intendto jgmtify'? Wiir hilf mercy alio w the cruelty' 
of filling a soiil #i^ resttess and insatiable desires^ 
after arf interest^ in him, which he resolves never to^ 
realize ? Will that solicitude to be saved, which he 
himself excites ih the mind of a perishing sinner, be 
regarded by him with iAdififefeince, or treated with an 
unfeeling iiowtempf ?■ No ; fof the fiteit desire ot) 
mfercy thr6ugh his bldod h the first f^ledge that the^ 
mercy \vhich is . demt€d shall be be^>wed ; W he: 
wbtiki tibt have said *' ftim that oometh unto me, i. 
will mfioitJiWcasf dill;'*' ^ ' 

Every record-ef'^e^isfory ofJesUsfiBfhids ike f^* 
jecti&n of the returAi^ iinner. Per^ise tiie few and 
simple sketches of fh^. trahsactiofis v^hic^ adorned his/ 
life. Follow him in every step of his merciful career 
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' OH .egrth;.Jtandbyliim while h^ receives jtbe petitions 
of those who approach for his aid ; gaze on his oonn^ 
trance, add tmce» if yoU cd^ wy thing like died&in 
vcMking. his aspect towiftls thi^ humble supplicants 
Survey his whcde demedQoair, and see jf there be any 
9yaiptoqi of daapleasum^ or any protof of haughtin«s*.i 
Feint out the pktcB whera he repefled with indigna-^ 
tion aory who excjaitoiecb ^' Thou son of David, faaY& 
OieEcy on me/' Nay» »boJvv i»e tbe.instance in which 
h^ refused to giant tlul boon that was implored, ihough 
H related to the companttive^y uniifiportant welfare of 
the ipetisbing 'body. And thfin^ but not till then,' 
imagiinieaa.uQceiiBii^^ you 

approacli his ciosa^ The hktory of his. lifp speaks ijei 
language too .plain to t be nusunderstiood ; and itsi lan- 
guage is, :'' Him that Cometh u»to me : I will i» tio-i 
«?i«0€astioi|t.?' 

JEverl^ tsatiminy of peramal experience, forbids ma 
ta suppose the. rejection of a returning sinner n How 
many comri need. characters havb placed all their hopes 
q£ fiucceser. on the deiclaration of theitextj : And can 
you believe tliat all those hopes have been buried in 
bitter disappointraeiit ? Wbit numbers ba^e gone in 
the .strength of this promiae even to. the gates of hea- 
ven ! i^d do you think they found those gaUes baarred 
against their entnince } N6 : could you enter Hearen,! 
and select from itv redeemed inhal»tants those whose 
first hopes, werefoundedjon tbe wordi of the -iii^xt^ £ 
verily believei they would . eompose the vast migodtjr. 
Could you enter Heaven^ and ascertain who were 'first 
chieered i^dsr the iaM»uo4 9f this eneoofagiog dedara- 
tiofaf' ^AHim that coioetb. unto me Vw^\:tk nowise 
castoutf;'' cssLtensiiie wotuld be th6.nund)e(r of suchrns 
might Wividn^ly.acluiowiAdge,./! Theaie words spake 
Jesus untoi^^xand theyweife! spirit, and! diey were 
life. ! Tbay: ^oagHt me. to rm trms^ tmd there Ahc^. 
were realized, :^r be <^idi not oast me out. They 
bc(^ht me to his iibid, an^.thore they were realized, 
for he did not cast me out. They have brought me 
hither, even to his presence, and his glory, and here 
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they are* realized, for he has not, and I know he will 
not, cast me out/' 

FtTiaHy, every drop of blood which he shed at Cal- 
vary forbids his rejection of the returning sinner. Go, 
stand beneath the cross, catch and count the droppings 
of his blood, and behold in each precious drop a firm 
assurance, that he will not cast you out. Surely 
sufficient has been said to assure thee, trembling peni- 
tent, that after what Jesus has done, and has suffered, 
and has promised, it is impossible that he should reject 
thy petition. Suppose, (if you need yet more to be 
convinced,) sup^iose, for a moment that it were 'pos- 
sible, and the direful consequences which would inevt- 
tably ensue, if the supposition became, a reality, will 
again prove the circumstahceimpossible. Were Jesus 
to cast you out, his 1>lood must cease to be efficacious; 
his praises would cease to be .sung ; his glory would 
&ide into oblivion ; his kingdom would crumble into 
dust. Were Jesus to cast you out, a blot of darkest 
dye would pollute that brightest and loveliest of divine 
titles, a just God and yet a Saviour. Were Jesus to 
cast you out, astonishment at the unusual event ^ould 
untune those angelic voices which were wont to cele- 
brate the glad arrival of each successive penitent that 
reached the cross ; Heaven would be no longer heaven, 
harmony and praise would be exchanged for silent and 
distracted amazement. Were Jesus to cast you out, 
the abodes of ^ fallen spirits would resound with yells 
of triumph more outrageous, and inoFe:infernal, than 
those which proclaimed the fall of ihan. ' ;. . . 

Go then, returning sinner, go with courage to the 
inviting Saviour. His truth cannot be impeached, his 
mercy cannot be forbidden. His kingdom cannot be 
moved. Look to him whose death your sins occa- 
sioned, and mourn ,with* penitence unfeigned. Look 
again to him whose pity your helptessness awakened, 
and rejoice with joy unwavering, for still he assures you, 
'f Him that cometh unto me, I willjnjiowise cast out.'^ 

FINIS. 




